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Growing Bearded Iris

When to Plant
For best results, plant in August through 
December. Early planting establishes the 
new Iris plants before winter. In areas with 
extremely hot summers September planting 
may be preferred.

Where to Plant
The ideal location for your Iris is a sunny, well-
drained position. A minimum of a half day of 
sunshine is needed; Iris will not do well in deep 
shade. No water should stand in your Iris beds. 
If necessary, raise the beds slightly above the 
level of your garden paths.

Soil Preparation
Work your soil well to a depth of 10-12 
inches. If your soil is heavy, incorporate 
MasterNursery  ‘Gold Rush’ Fir Bark Mulch 
at a rate of one 2 cubic foot bag for every 50 
square feet. The soil should not be acid. If it is, 
apply lime, otherwise no lime is recommended.

Distance Apart

Depth to Plant
Place your rhizomes just below the surface 
of the ground with the roots spread out 
underneath so the rhizome is within reach of 
the warmth of the sun’s rays, while the roots 
beneath are in moist (not soggy) soil. Be sure to 
firm the soil tightly around each rhizome when 
planting. Use MasterNursery Bone Meal or 
E.B. Stone Organics Bulb Food beneath each 
rhizome at planting time.



Orchard Nursery and Florist, Inc.    4010 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA  94549-3409    (925) 284-4474    www.orchardnursery.com

Method of removing prime growth from 
older rhizomes.

Fertilization
Iris will respond well to moderate fertilization. 
Excessively heavy nitrogen feedings will give 
very lush growth which is more susceptible to 
rot. In preparation of your new Iris bed, deeply 
spade in MasterNursery ‘Gold Rush’ Fir Bark 
Mulch. An application of MasterNursery 
12-12-12 fertilizer or E.B. Stone Organics 
All Purpose Plant Food 5-5-5 applied in early 
spring is desirable.

Watering
Newly set plants need moisture so they can 
grow a new root system. Water in plants well 
at time of planting. Water fairly long intervals 
in dry weather. Established plants do not 
require watering except in very arid areas of the 
country. The common mistake is to overwater. 
At times of excessive heat newly set plants can 
be shaded from the direct rays of the sun for 
several days.

General Garden Care
Do not trim Iris foliage on established plants 
except to cut off leaf spot should that appear. 
Only when leaves turn brown i the fall 
should they be cut back or pulled off. Bloom 
stems may be cut level with the ground after 
blooming. Do this on a dry day so the cut 
heals quickly. At all times, keep litter, old Iris 
leaves, grass, etc. away for the rhizomes. Clean 
cultivation is the finest precaution to prevent 
Iris troubles.

Thinning Old Clumps
Iris clumps will become crowded after about 
four years. In August and September, dig up 
the old clumps and remove and discard the old 
center divisions. Replant the large new fans 
(foliage may be trimmed to about 6 inches). 
This can be done without digging the plant 
by using a sharp knife and cutting out the old 
rhizome (see below).


