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Planting & Care of 
Rhododendrons 

66EF

Success With Your 
Rhododendron

PICK A SITE: Rhododendrons prefer a not-too-sunny 
location; no direct sun in the hot part of the day as a gen-
eral rule. The north side of a building or wall, a site with 
afternoon shade, or under 50% shade cloth or lath are usu-
ally good choices. Too dense a shade, however, will inhibit 
flowering. Plants in some seaside locations, which rarely if 
ever experience a 100°F day, can even tolerate full sun.

PLANTING: Follow the scheme suggested by the sketch 
below. If you have poorly draining soil, skip the hole and 
consider planting in a container. Rhododendrons are shal-
low rooted and want a light fluffy soil with plenty of tiny 
air spaces for their roots. We recommend MasterNursery 
Camellia Azalea Planting Mix. Use about 2 cubic feet of 
Camellia Azalea Planting Mix for each 5 gallon rhodie. 

WATERING: Because of their shallow root systems and 
airy soil requirement, rhodies should be watered lightly 
and frequently, not deeply. We water every other day 
in hot weather and maybe twice a week in cooler 
months. A plant in a container will want water 
more often than one in the ground. Be careful 
that a newly planted rhodie is still getting 
water into its root ball and not just the 
surrounding soil conditioner; set 
the hose close to the base of 
the trunk if it begins looking 
wilty, and let it soak slowly for 
½ hour.

FERTILIZING: Apply 
MasterNursery Camellia/Aza-
lea/Gardenia/Rhododendron 
Food (4-8-5) or E.B. Stone 
Organics Azalea, Camellia, 
Gardenia Food at least 3 times 
from spring to early fall, or 
lighter doses as directed on the 
package.

PRUNING: Rhodies lend themselves nicely to pruning 
for size and shape. Always prune back to the outward side 
of a growth node; new foliage buds should break from the 
old wood just below your cut. Pruning should be done in 
spring or summer while there is still time for new growth 
to sprout and harden before cold weather.

MULCHING: Once a year spread a new layer of mulch 1" 
thick inside the drip line of your rhodie. We recommend 
MasterNursery Gold Rush Fir Bark Mulch. Pine needles 
work very well for this also. This mulch conserves root zone 
moisture and replenishes that material which has decom-
posed over the last year.
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PROBLEMS:

• No Flowers - Too much shade or too little food

• Leaf Burn - Marginal burn is from poor water quality (high salt or 
boron levels), or overdose of fertilizer; try leaching. Burn in the center of 
the leaf is sun scorch. Both these conditions are made worse by too dry a 
root zone. Some varieties are more susceptible than others.

• Pests - Snails eat flowers, caterpillars and katydids eat soft young leaves, 
foliage Thrips form colonies on shady lower leaves, sometimes aphids get 
on newly emerging leaves and stems but don’t seem to do much perma-
nent damage. Handpick snails, caterpillars, and katydids. Spray Master-
Nursery Pest Fighter Year-Round Spray Oil or Orthenex Garden Insect 
and Disease Control for thrips. Aphids can be controlled with a blast of 
water from the hose, or spray with Insecticidal Soap.

• Diseases - Root rot is by far the most prominent. Avoid soggy root 
conditions; plant in coarse soil amendment or bark and mulch yearly. Po-
sition your plant slightly above grade—a plant that is “sinking” into the 
ground or its container is almost certainly going to perish eventually.

• Die Back - Sometimes a shoot or even a whole branch will just die off 
(look for dull wilted leaves). These must be cut out back to healthy wood 
as soon as they are discovered. If allowed to progress too far, the whole 
plant can be killed.


